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The Immigration Law 
of 

Costa Rica
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Immigration Law in Costa Rica is regulated by the :
Ley de Migración Y Extranjería  Law No. 8764

This law has been in effect since 
March 1, 2010



The Residency Categories

Permanent 
Residency

Temporary 
Residency

Special Categories 
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Permanent Residency
Title VI, Ch. I, Art.  77-78

Family Ties to 
Costa Rica Citizen

*Parents 

*Minor Children

*Minor Siblings

Change from 
Temporary Status

Must have had 
Temporary Status for  3 

Years.
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Temporary Residency  Ch. II Art. 79

RENTISTA Art. 79 (9)

PENSIONADO (Retiree) Art. 79 (10)

INVESTOR Art. 79 (4)
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Most people that apply for residency will do so under the
Temporary Residency category since Permanent Residency is
reserved for those with a family tie to a Costa Rica citizen or
those that have had Temporary Residency for 3 years.

The Following are Temporary Residency Categories:



Temporary Residency  Ch. II Art. 79

International Press. – Art. 79 (7)

Executives, Managers, Technical Personnel for Corporations
engaged in activities deemed as priority investment. Art. 79 (3)

Scientific, Professional and Specialized persons. Art. 79 (5)

Sports figures recognized by the National Council on Sports.  
- Art. 79 (6)

Spouse of a Costa Rican Citizen   Art. 79 (1)
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Special Immigration Categories

• Students

• Refugees

• Political Asylum

• Trans Border Laborers

• Temporary Laborers

• Entertainment Artists / Performers
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What Residency Category Should You Apply For ? 

The easiest one that you qualify for



Pensionado Residency
Legal Basis Art. 79 & 81 of Law 8764

Show proof of a Pension

Amount:   US$ 1,000 

per month

Examples:  Social Security, 
Disability, Private Pension or 
Government Pension
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This amount qualifies you and your spouse



Rentista Status

Provide Proof of Investment Income

At least US$ 2,500 per month.

This Qualifies the entire family – spouse and children

.

Legal Basis Art. 79 & 82 of Law 8764

Examples : Bank investment, 
Brokerage account, Deposit 
funds with a Costa Rican Bank 
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You will need a Letter issued by a Bank, Financial Institution, Brokerage  indicating that 
you receive US$2,500 per month in a stable manner.



Investor Status
Legal Basis Art. 79 (4) of Law 8764 

Investment Amount Required:   US$200,000

The granting of this status is DISCRETIONARY by the Department of Immigration

If you apply for this category you must clearly document the investment and 
provide Certified Financial statements regarding the investment made

The previous immigration law EXCLUDED personal investments such as purchasing a 
home or property.   It appears that under the new law this exclusion may be relaxed 
but the new immigration directives have not been issued.  If you apply for this category 
check up with the guidelines before you apply.
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THE APPLICATION PROCESS

Preparing the Residency Application
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The Application

Required Personal Information

•Name of Applicant
•Nationality
•Passport Number
•Date of Birth
•Occupation
•Name and Nationality of Parents
•Address
•Point of Entry into Costa Rica

Income Information

•Source of Income
•Amount of Income
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Supporting Documents

•Police Clearance Certificate
•Birth Certificate
•Marriage Certificate (if applicable)
•Proof of Income Letter
•Certified Copy of Entire Passport
•Fingerprinting (done in Costa Rica)
•Power of Attorney to Legal
Representative in Costa Rica

•Embassy Registration Letter
•Costa Rican Police Clearance
•Hoja de Filiacion (Background Info
Form

Signature
and Authentication
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THE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Documents Required for any 

Residency Application
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To apply you will need to attach to your application all the
supporting documents set forth in the previous slide.

All documents must be certified by the Secretary of State
where issued in the case of U.S. Documents. Canadian
documents can be legalized by the Foreign Affairs and
International Trade Office. European documents by the
Foreign Affairs Ministry

All documents to be used in Costa Rica must be LEGALIZED 
by a Costa Rican Consulate



Ministry of Foreign Relations Web Site : www.rree.go.cr
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Your documents (birth certificate,
police certificate, marriage
certificate, income letter) must be
authenticated by the Costa Rican
Consular office after you have
legalized them in your country of
origin.

At the web site of the Ministry of Foreign
Relations you will find the contact information for
all Costa Rican Consulates in the world.



The Document Certification Process

Vital Records 
Office

Florida 
Department of 

Health

Certification by   
Secretary of State

Florida 
Secretary of 

State

Authentication 
Costa Rican 
Consulate

Consulate of 
Costa Rica
In Florida

BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE

www.plawcr.com  



www.plawcr.com  

Sample Legalization 

Document Certified by
Secretary of State

Document Legalized by Costa Rican 
Consular Office



Fingerprinting in 
Costa Rica 

In Costa Rica you will need to
have your Fingerprints taken at
the Department of Public Safety.

You will be handed a receipt like
the one on the right and that
must be provided with your
application
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Proof of Registration with Your Local Embassy
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Costa Rica Department of Immigration requires that you register
with your local Embassy in Costa Rica and provide proof of
registration. Samples are set forth below:



Proof of Filing
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Once the 
application is filed 
and received by 
Immigration they 
will give you a 
receipt of filing 
which will contain 
your File Number 
(Expediente).  



Compile Supporting 
Documents

Obtain Certifications 
and Consular 

Authentications

Have  all Documents 
Translated  into 

Spanish

How Long Does the Process Take ?

From the date your application is filed estimate 9-15 months

www.plawcr.com  



Have Local Attorney Draft 
Application and Organize  

Your File

Deliver Residency Application 
To Immigration or Costa Rica 

Consular Office Abroad

Wait for first Notice
From Immigration
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Local Attorney Review 
Status of Application

Set  Appointment at 
Immigration  For 
Residency Card

Initial 
Resolution 

Issued

APPROVEDDEFECTED

Correct and Re-
Submit
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Once Approved you will get your Residency Idenfication Card 
(Cedula de Residencia)
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Once approved you must register and pay into the Costa Rican 
Social Security System since it is a requirement for renewal of 
your immigration status   (Article 79, 80, 83, 86 of Law 8746)
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Tel: (506) 2288-2189 Ext. 101 
E Mail: admin@plawcr.com 
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This presentation was prepared by Lic. Roger  A. Petersen

San Jose, Costa Rica
Tel: (506) 2288-2189 Ext. 101

Fax: (506) 2228-7094
E-mail: admin@plawcr.com
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For more legal immigration and general legal information 
visit our legal information site www.costaricalaw.com 
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